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World History Notes 
Prehistory & River Valley Civilizations 

 

- Prehistory – human history prior to writing; _______________________________ years ago 
- _______________________________________: the period of time before writing was invented 
- Historians, archeologists, and anthropologists study this time period using artifacts 

 ____________________________________________: an object made by human beings 
 arrow heads, paintings, pottery, clothing, writing, artwork, tools, coins, etc. 
 photos, video, newspapers, websites, and films are modern artifacts 

- Anthropology: the study of the origins and development of people and their societies; branch of social studies 
that focuses on the study of ___________________________ and ______________________________________ 

 Specialize in certain areas (ex: bones, characteristics of human culture, a specific ethnic group) 
 ______________________________________________: the way of life of a society, which is handed down from one 

generation to the next by learning and experience 
- _____________________________________________________________: the study of people and cultures through their material 

remains; branch of anthropology 
 Find and analyze artifacts to learn about prehistorical life 
 Draw conclusions about the beliefs, values, and activities of our ancestors 
 New discoveries lead to new theories among historians and archeologists 
 ____________________________________________________ help determine the age of rocks at an archeological site; 

helps determine the age of artifacts 
 Botanists and zoologists examine seeds and animals bones to learn about the diets of these times 
 ___________________________________________: measuring the amount of radioactive decay left in an artifact  

- Mary and Louis ____________________________________ – anthropologists working in Tanzania 
 ______________________________________________: bottom dates back 1.7 to 2.1 million years 
 Mary finds a skull belonging to an early hominid 

 
- ____________________________________________________ – anthropologist working in Ethiopia 

 Lucy – 3 million year old hominid; _____________________________________, 4ft tall 
 Australopithecines  

 
- 7-3 million years ago; earliest human-like creatures existed in Africa 

 Australopithecines 
 

- 2 million years ago; ________________________________________________ 
 “handy man” 
 First to make simple stone tools 

 
- 2-1.5 million years ago; ___________________________________________________ 

 Larger/more varied tools 
 First hominid to leave Africa 
 Moved into Asia/Europe 
 “upright human being” 
 First to use ___________________________________________ 

 
- 250,000 years ago; ___________________________________________ 

 “wise human being” 
 

- 200,000-150,000 years ago; __________________________________________________________ 
 “wise, wise human beings” 
 Direct ancestors to us today 

 
- 200,000-30,000 BC; ___________________________________________________________ 

 Found in the Neander Valley in Germany 
 Relied on a variety of stone tools 
 First to bury their dead – 100,000 years ago 
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By 10,000 BC, Homo sapien sapiens were the only human species left. All humans alive today belong to this subspecies. 
 

2,500,000-10,000 BC = _______________________________________________________ – Greek for “old stone” 
- Paleolithic nomads traveled into groups of 20-30 
- _____________________________: a person who moves from place to place in search of food; hunters and gatherers 
- Hunting depended on careful observation of animal behavior patterns and required group effort 
- Women: bore children/remained close to home; still gathered berries, nuts, grains 
- Men: hunted wild animals—often traveled far away 
- A rough equality existed in Paleolithic times between men and women 
- Shelter:  caves or wood w/ poles and animal skins 
- 500,000 years ago: systematic use of fire as a light/heat source; cooking use 
- Cave Paintings in southwestern France/Northern Spain demonstrate the cultural activities of Paleolithic 

peoples 
 Discovered in December 1994 
 Dates around 30,000-28,000 BC 
 Stone lambs illuminated the walls; animal fat for fuel 
 Mineral ores for color 
 Animals hairs for brushes 
 Known as the Chauvet Cave 
 More than 300 paintings of lions, oxen, owls, bears, etc. 

- These animals were not hunted suggesting that the paintings were for religious 
and/or decorative purposes 

- Animism: the belief that spirits and forces live within animals, objects, or dreams; form of paganism 
 
10,000 BC = _____________________________________________________ – Greek for “new stone” 

- Neolithic Revolution: the period of time during which the introduction of agriculture led people to 
transition from nomadic to settled life 

- ______________________________________: to tame animal and adapt crops so they are best suited to use by humans 
 ___________________________________ was the first animal to be domesticated; at least 15,000 years ago 
 ____________________________________ were the first herd animal to be domesticated 

 

Education Portal:  The Last Ice Age: Thawing Ice and New Human Opportunities – Notes 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

- Earliest Villages 
 Catalhüyük (chah TAHL hyoo YOOK) – present day Turkey, built around 7,000 BC 
 Jericho (JEHR ih koh) – present-day Israel; still exists today, built around 10,000-9,000 BC 
 Societies were becoming more organized – led to the development of civilizations 

- _______________________________________________________: a complex, highly organized social order 
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- Earliest civilizations all formed near a major river(s) 
 provided a regular water supply and transportation 
 conditions favored farming – flooding spread silt (nutrients for soil) 
 rich farming led to surplus; more people were able to be fed = support for greater populations 
 Rise of city-states and empires 
 _____________________________: a political unit that includes a city and its surrounding lands and villages 
 Empire: a group of states or territories controlled by one ruler 

 
- Not all peoples settled in civilizations 
- Many groups of people continued the nomadic lifestyles 
- These nomadic, barbaric tribes would later cause havoc for Europe, Asia, and the Middle East 
- They hunted and gathered for years, but lack of food would lead them to turn to conquering great empires 

like Rome  
 

Education Portal:  Villages to Cities: How Cities Were Invented – Notes 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Development of Civilization

settlements grew into 
civilizations

four major river valley 
civilizations

dawn of human civilization

Neolithic Age

domestication/agriculture developement of new technology first settlements

Neolithic Revolution

agricultural revolution
led to settlements/elimination of nomadic ways of 

life

Paleolithic Age

nomadic hunters/gatherers development of tools/usage of fire
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_______________

•coordinate production of food
•bring people together to construct public works
•issed laws, collet taxes, organizing the military
•early government; religious fitures often held power

_______________

•polytheism
•monotheism - only one was Judiasm among the Hebrews
•temples; sacrificed crops/animals, sometimes humans
•priests had specialized training/knowledge

_______________

•artisans: skilled craftspeople
•metalworking/tool makers
•bricklayers, soldiers
•merchants, entertainers
•specialization made people dependent on others

_______________

•people were ranked according to their job; led to growth of social classes
•priests/nobles ocupied the top level (fewest people)
•peasants/farmers were below (greatest people)
•slaves were on the bottom

_______________

•expressed the talents, beliefs, and values of the people
•temples/palaces dominated the city landscape
•symbolized the strength/power of the ruler
•architecture was decorated with wall paintings, statues of gods/goddesses, or rulers

_______________

•early forms of writing varied in appearance, structure, and purpose
•record keeping
•pictographs - first step in writing
•Scribes: those who could read/write; responsible for record keeping, primarily men

Characteristics of Civilization  



Page | 5  
 

 
Four Major River Valley Civilizations: Mesopotamia (Sumer), Egypt, India, China 

 

MESOPOTAMIA 
 

- The _____________________________________________ 
- Present-day Iraq, Turkey, Syria, Israel 
- “land between the rivers” 

 Tigris and Euphrates Rivers 
- Location of the world’s first major civilization, Sumer 
- _____________________________________: creators of the first city-state 
- ______________________________: largest Sumerian city-state 
- ____________________________________: first Sumerian city-state 

_______________

_____________________&

__________________

Rivers

_______________

______________________

River

_______________

______________________

River

_______________

_____________________

River
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- Government: ruler was responsible for maintaining city walls and irrigation systems, leading armies in war, 
enforcing laws, employing scribes for record keeping; seen as the chief servant of the gods and led religious 
ceremonies 

 
- Social Structure: distinct social hierarchy 

 Hierarchy: system of ranking groups 
 Highest: ruling family, leading officials, high priests 
 Middle Class: lesser priests, scribes, merchants, artisans 
 Lower Class: peasant farmers 
 Slaves 

Women’s roles changed over time; higher social standing in Sumer than in later civilizations 
 Some had supervisory powers, learned to write, some even owned property 

 
- Religion: polytheistic; gods controlled all aspects of life 

 _____________________________________: belief in many gods 
 Highest duty of Sumerians was to keep the gods happy, ensuring the safety of the city 
 Ziggurat: a large stepped platform thought to have been topped by a temple dedicated  to a city’s 

chief god or goddess 
 Believed in an afterlife 
 _____________________________________________________________ – oldest story in the world 

 
- Writing: earliest known form of writing; cuneiform 

 _______________________________________________: Sumerian form of writing that used wedge-shaped marks 
 Grew out of a system of pictographs 
 _________________________________________________: a simple drawing that looks like the object it represents 
 Used to record economic exchanges, myths, prayers, laws, and business contracts 
 Scribes went through years of difficult schooling to learn this skill 
 ______________________________________________: a person specially trained to read, write, and keep records 

 
Education Portal:  Sumerian Art & Architecture – Notes 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

By 2500 BC, armies of conquering people swept across Mesopotamia, overwhelming the Sumerians 
 
The Akkadians, Babylonians, and Assyrians adopted cuneiform and many other Sumerians customs and 
achievements. Many of these achievements were diffused into the Greek culture, and are still present today. 
 
Sumerian achievements:  

 Wagon wheel 
 Arch 
 Potter’s wheel 
 Sundial 
 Number system based on 60 

 

 Multiplication & Division 
 12 month calendar 
 Bronze 
 Metal plow 
 Umbrella 
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2300 BC:  _______________________________, the ruler of ____________________________________, invades and conquers Sumer 
 Expanded his territory, building the first empire 
 _________________________________:  creators of the world’s first empire 
 Akkadian empire began and fell with Sargon; after his death, it crumbled 

 
1790 BC: king of Babylon, Hammurabi brought much of Mesopotamia under his rule 

 _______________________________________ – most lasting contribution  
- Wanted to ensure everyone knew the legal principles his government would follow 
- Nearly 300 laws were codified on a stone pillar 
- ______________________________: to arrange or set down in writing 
- Designed to protect the powerless; slaves and women 
- Gave a husband legal authority and duty over his wife; Babylonians believed an 

orderly household was necessary for a stable empire 
- Addressed criminal law; deals with offenses against others 
- “eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth, a life for a life” 
- Included cutting off a man’s lower lip for kissing a married woman 

- Improved the irrigation systems 
- Organized a well-trained army 
- Repaired many temples 
- Promoted Marduk, the patron god of Babylon, over older Sumerian gods; chief god of Babylonian 

worship 
 

Education Portal:  Hammurabi’s Code:  The Advent of Law, Prerequisites, and Implications – Notes 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New groups of people brought new technology, conquest, and conflict to Mesopotamia: 
 ____________________________________: extraction of iron ore; better weaponry – began the Iron Age 
 ____________________________________: developed extensive laws regulating life; fierce reputation of 

burning and pillaging 
 __________________________________________: new empire united under Nebuchadnezzar; stretched from 

the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea – became one of the largest and most highly regarded 
cities in Mesopotamia. _________________________________________ may have built the Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon; legends states that they were for his wife who was homesick from the hills where she 
grew up 

 ________________________________________: eventually controlled lands from Turkey to India; major threat 
for the Greeks later on 

Persia 
 

- Darius I (522-486 BC): set up a bureaucracy; became a model for later rulers 
 Bureaucracy:  system of government that includes different job functions and levels of authority 
 Adopted laws from conquered peoples 
 Drew up a single code of laws for his empire 
 Built roads to make communication easier 
 Set up a common set of weights and measures 



Page | 8  
 

 Encourages the use of coins – money economy rather than a barter economy 
 Barter Economy:  economic system in which one set of goods or services is exchanged for another 
 Money Economy: economic system in which goods or services are paid for through the exchange of 

a token of an agreed value 
 Lost the Battle of Marathon against the Greeks 

 
_________________________________________ 

 New religious thinking 
 Persian thinker named Zoroaster 
 Helped unite the empire 
 Rejected the old Persian gods and taught of a single god; Ahura Mazda (AH hoo ruh MAHZ duh) 
 Ahura Mazda vs. Ahriman (AH rih mun), the prince of lies and evil; individuals had to choose which 

side to support 
 Served as the basis for monotheism, specifically Christianity and Islam 

 
Education Portal:  Zoroastrianism: Definition, Beliefs, and History – Notes 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 
 Sailors and traders 
 Lived along the eastern Mediterranean Sea; present day Lebanon, Syria, and Israel 
 Developed glass from sand 
 Produced cedar wood (building material), olives, wine, cloth, and a purple de called “Tyrian purple” 
 Set up colonies in North Africa for trade 
 “carriers of civilization” – they spread Middle Eastern civilization around the Mediterranean 
 Developed the first alphabet; based on 22 symbols  
 The Greeks would adopted this alphabet and added vowels; from the Greek alphabet came the one 

we use today 
 
EGYPT 
 

- “the gift of the Nile” 
- Egypt would not exist without the Nile River 

 World’s longest river (Africa) 
- Deserts and cataracts protected the area from invasion 
- ________________________________________: waterfall 
- Annual floods soaked the lands and left nutrients behind called silt 

 
- Two parts: Upper Egypt (south) and Lower Egypt (north) 
- The Nile flows from south to north, draining into the Mediterranean Sea 
- Nile Delta sits at the mouth – many major Egyptian cities are here 
- Delta: triangular area of marshland formed by deposits of silt at the mouth of some rivers 

 
- 3100 BC: _______________________ united Upper and Lower Egypt and found the first Egyptian capital, Memphis 
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 This marks the beginning of Egyptian history 
 Old Kingdom (2575-2130BC) 
 Middle Kingdom (1938-1630 BC) 
 New Kingdom (1539-1075 BC) 
 Dynasty: ruling family  

- The Nile was used as a communication and trading highway between the two regions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Organized a strong, centralized government during the Old Kingdom 
- ____________________________________: title of the rulers of ancient Egypt; believed to be a god 
- Ruled by a bureaucracy 
- ____________________________: system of government that includes different job functions and levels of authority 
- Vizier aided the pharaoh and the various departments of the bureaucracy 

 
- Egyptian ________________________________ 

 Pharaoh 
 Aristocrats and nobles 
 Merchants and scribes 
 Peasants/farmers 
 Slaves 

 
- The Great Pyramids; oldest Wonder of the Ancient World & the only one still in existence  

 Still stand at Giza today 
 Built during the ________________________________ 
 Served as ___________________________/homes for the dead to life in eternity 
 Bodies were mummified; organs removed – brain was extracted through the nose 
 ________________________________: preservation of dead bodies by embalming and wrapping them in cloth 

Upper Egypt 

Red Sea 

Lower Egypt 

Mediterranean Sea 

Nile Delta 

Memphis 
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 Mummification was originally used for pharaohs and nobility; later used for civilians and pets 
 

 Many pharaohs were buried in the _______________________________________; tombs were filled with riches 
- Many tombs were robbed long ago 
- 1922: _________________________________ tomb was discovered; untouched for 3,000 years 

 This supplied scholars a wealth of knowledge of Egyptian civilization 
 Filled with treasures, chariots, weapons, furniture, jewelry, toys, and games 

 
Education Portal:  Ancient Egyptian Architecture: History, Characteristics, and Influences – Notes 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
- Religion: polytheistic 

 ______________________________: chief god/sun god 
 ___________________________: ruled over the dead/god of the Nile 
 ______________________________: associated with the daily lives of women 
 Believed that each soul had to pass a test to win eternal life 

- Dead soul would be ferried across a lake of fire to the hall of Osiris 
- The soul’s heart would be weighed against the feather of truth 
- Sinners would be fed to the crocodile-shaped Eater of the Dead 
- Worth souls would enter the Happy Field of Food for eternal life 
- To survive this journey, Egyptians riled on the Book of the Dead for spells, charms, 

and formulas for the dad to use in the afterlife 
 

- Writing: hieroglyphics 
 ____________________________: system of writing in which pictures represent objects, concepts, or sounds 
 Hieroglyphics had been deciphered by using the _____________________________________________ 
 Used to record economic, administrative, and royal information 
 Scribes were responsible for record keeping 
 Learned to make paper from papyrus; plant found around the Nile 

 
- Art:  found in tombs; wall paintings, statues 

 Represented the human figure; size portrayed importance, not realistic size 
 Statues were intended to last eternally; made from hard substances like granite/diorite 

 
- Power struggles, invasion, and crop failures led to the decline of the Old Kingdom 
- 1700 BC: invasion of the _______________________________ (HOK sohs); ruled for over 100 years 
- Egyptians rose up against the Hyksos and began the New Kingdom 
- Egyptians expanded into Asia to the borders of Mesopotamia 

 
- ______________________________________: age of conquest and brought greater contact with outside peoples 
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- _____________________________________ (Haht SHEP soot): first female pharaoh 
 Her stepson, ________________________________________________ (thoot moh suh) stretched the empires 

borders to the greatest extent 
 

- __________________________________________ (Ram seez): ruled for 66 years 
 Conquered Nubia (civilization to the south) 
 Egypt acquired gold, ivory, cattle, and slaves 
 Fathered 96 sons and 60 daughters 

 
Egyptian achievements:  

 Medicine/diagnostics/cures 
 Astronomy 
 Mathematics 
 Anatomy through mummification 
 Mapping constellations/movement of planets 
 Developed a calendar with 12 months w/ 30 days; 5 days added at the end of the year; served as 

the basis for modern calendars 
 Developed geometry; calculated the exact size and location of each block for pyramids/temples 
 Major engineering/design skills for pyramids 

 
- 1100 BC: decline; Assyrians and Persians conquered the Nile regions 
- 332 BC: last Egyptian dynasty was overthrown by the Greeks 
- 30 BC: Rome takes control of the Egyptian territories  
 

Education Portal:  What’s the Difference between Polytheism and Monotheism?  – Notes 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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JUDAISM 
 

- ___________________________________:  belief in one god 
- Symbol: _____________________________________ 
- Holidays: Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Passover, Hanukkah 
- Developed by the Israelites about 4,000 years ago; also known as ____________________________ 
- One of today’s major religions 
- Only monotheistic religion of the ancient world 
- History and faith were interconnect; events reflected God’s plan for the Israelites/Hebrews 

 
- _____________________________________: most sacred test of Judaism 

 Includes the books of ________________________, __________________________, ____________________________, 
_______________________________, and ________________________________ 

 Total of 24 books 
- Talmud: additional laws/customs recorded much later; another important Jewish text 

 
- _________________________________: father of monotheism; lived in Ur (Mesopotamia) – family migrated to Canaan 

 
- Made a covenant with _________________________________ (Hebrew name for “god”) 
- _____________________________________________: a binding agreement; specifically an agreement with god 

 God declared that he would have a special relationships with Abraham and his descendants 
 God declared that Canaan would one day belong to the Israelites 
 Israelites believed that they were God’s chosen people and Canaan was the “promised land” 

 
- _________________________________________ (book of Exodus) renewed Abraham’s covenants with Yahweh 
- Israelites had been enslaved by the Egyptians; in return for faithfulness, God would lead them out of 

slavery and into the promised land 
- Pharaoh refuses to accommodate Moses’ request; Yahweh sends 10 plagues 

 River turns to blood 
 Frogs 
 Gnats/Lice 
 Flies 
 Killing of livestock 

 Boils 
 Hail 
 Locust 
 Darkness 
 Death of the Firstborn 

- Jews sacrificed a lamb and smeared the blood on their front door to avoid 10th plague 
- After 10th plague, pharaoh lets Israelites free, but sends soldiers after them; splitting of Red Sea; Passover 
- Moses receives Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai 
- Moses led them on a 40 year journey but he died shortly before their arrival 

 
- 1000 BC: Israelites had set up a kingdom in Israel; unified under King David 
- ____________________________________________, son of David, turned Jerusalem into a beautiful city; famous for his 

wisdom and understanding 
 High taxes for building projects led to revolts after Solomon’s death 
 Kingdom split between Israel in the north and Judah in the south 
 722 BC: Assyrians conquered Israel 
 586 BC: Babylonians armies captured Judah; Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the great temple and 

forced the defeated into exile/slavery in Babylon; Babylonian Captivity 
 539: _______________________________________________ (Persia) conquered Babylon and freed the Israelites  

- Israelite society was patriarchal 
 Patriarchal:  relating to a society in which men hold the greatest legal and moral authority 

- ________________________________________________________: received by Moses 
- Sabbath Day was to be kept holy 

 
- Judaism influenced ___________________________, __________________________, and other small monotheistic religions 
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INDIA 
 

- Hindu-Kush mountains 
- Himalaya mountains 

 Mount Everest  
 

- 2600 BC: emergence of the Indian civilization 
 _________________________________ (primarily) & Ganges River 
 Harappa 
 _____________________________________________ (moh HEN joh DAH roh) 
 Contact with the Sumerian cities states led India to develop writing 

 
- Religion: polytheistic  

 A mother goddess seemed to be the source of creation and widely honored 
 Sacred animals 

- Bull 
- Buffalo 

 Later Indian believe of ______________________________________; special regard for cattle 
 

- 1900 BC: decline; Mohenjo-Daro was abandoned, writing halted, and population dwindled  
- Aryans: nomadic group that took over India and demonstrated acculturation 

 ______________________________________________: blending of two or more cultures 
- __________________________________: collection of hymns, chants, ritual instructions, and other religions teachings 

 Indian holy text 
 

- Aryan hierarchy; based on _________________________________________ – known as the caste system 
 ____________________________: social groups into which people are born and which can rarely be changed 
 driven by Hinduism 
 _______________________________________ (priests) 
 Kshatriyas (kuh SHAT ree yuhz) (warriors) 
 Vaisyas (VYS yuz) (herders, farmers, artisans, merchants) 
 Sudras (SOO druz); these are people with little or no Aryan heritage (farmworkers, laborers) 
 Dalits (DAH lits); untouchables – considered to be outside of the caste system; (did undesired work) 

 
- Aryan religion: ______________________________________ 

 Indra: chief god; god of war, weapon was a thunderbolt 
 Varuna: god of order and creation 
 Agni: god of fire and the messenger who communicated human wishes to the gods 
 Also honored animal deities; monkey and snake gods 

 
 
 

- Hinduism: polytheistic; one of the world’s most complicated religions  
 Symbol: Om (pranava); most important, Wheel of Life 
 No single founder/no single sacred text, but the Vedas are of utmost importance 
 Grew out of the overlapping beliefs of the diverse groups who settled India 
 Countless gods/goddesses; many forms of worship 
 _________________________; the creator 
 Vishnu; the preserver 
 Shiva; the Destroyer – both kind and cruel; a creator and destroyer  
 Teachings were recorded in the sacred texts of the Vedas 
 Every person has an essential self-called atman (AHT mun) 
 Ultimate goal of existence is achieving moksha (MAHK shuh), union with Brahman 
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- To do this, one must free themselves from selfish desires 
- Most people cannot achieve this is one lifetime, but they believe in reincarnation 

 Reincarnation: the rebirth of the soul in another bodily form 
 Believe a person can come closer to achieving moksha by obeying the law of karma 

- _____________________________________: refers to all the actions of a person’s life that affect 
his or her fate in the next life; “what goes around, comes around” 

- People who live virtuously earn good karma and are reborn at a higher level of 
existence; those who do evil acquire bad karma and are reborn into suffering at a 
lower level of existence; wheel of life symbol 

 Hinduism stresses the importance of ___________________________ (DAHR muh) and 
____________________________________ (uh HIM sah) 

- Dharma: the religious and moral duties of an individual 
- Ahimsa: nonviolence 

 
- ____________________________________________ 

 Founder: Siddhartha Gautama (sih DAHR tuh gow TUH muh); “The Enlightened One” 
 The ________________________________________________: the heart of Buddhism 

- All life is full of suffering, pain, and sorrow 
- The cause of suffering is nonvirtue, or negative deeds and mindsets such as hatred 

and desire 
- The only cure for suffering is to overcome nonvirtue 
- The way to overcome nonvirtue is to follow the Eightfold Path 

- ___________________________________: the path one must follow to achieve nirvana 
- ____________________________________: union with the universe and release form 

the cycle of rebirth; ultimate goal of Buddhism 
 Spread across India and Asia; eventually split into subgroups 

- Theravada (thehr uh VAH duh) 
- Buddhism 
- Mahayana Buddhism (mah huh YAH nuh) 

- Buddhism vs. Hinduism 
 Buddhism grew out of Hinduism 
 Both stress nonviolence 
 Both believe in  karma, dharma, and the cycle of rebirth 
 Hinduism uses priests, formal rituals, and many gods 
 Buddhism urges enlightenment through meditation, reject caste system, and offers the hope of 

nirvana to all regardless of birth 
 
Indian achievements: 

 Numerical writing still used today (now called Arabic) 
 Originated the concept of zero 
 Developed the decimal system of numbers based on ten digits 
 Used herbs and other remedies for illnesses 
 Surgeons set bones and performed simple surgeries 
 Began vaccinating against smallpox; 1,000 years before Europe 
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CHINA 
 

- Long distances and physical barriers separated China from the other major civilizations 
 Contributed to the Chinese belief that China was the center of the earth and the sole source of 

civilization 
 Led to the development of the name “Middle Kingdom” 

- _______________________________________ (Huang) 
 

- 1766 BC: ______________________________ Dynasty (1st Chinese dynasty) 
- 1122 BC: ___________________________________ dynasty begins; overthrew the Shang 

 Promoted the idea of the Mandate of Heaven; used to explain the dynastic cycle 
 Developed feudalism: a system of government in which local lords governed their own lands but 

owed military service and other forms of support to the ruler 
- 256 BC: decline of the Zhou and rise of the ___________________________ (chin) Dynasty 
- 221 BC: Zheng proclaims himself ____________________________________ (shur hwahng dee) under the Qin Dynasty 

 Ushered China’s classical age 
 Built a strong authoritarian government 
 Tortured, killed, or enslaved those who opposed his rule 
 Abolished feudalism 
 Forced nobility to live in a specific location so he could keep an eye on them 
 Ordered construction of the Great Wall of China 

- 202 BC: ______________________________________ Dynasty 
 Economic growth 
 Emperor _____________ (woo dee) opened up the Silk Road that linked China to the Mediterranean Sea 

- China acquired numerous goods from other civilizations and vice versa 
- ___________________________________________ eventually stretched 4,000 miles 

 __________________________________________ became official belief system of the state 
 Made major advancements during its golden age 

 
- Religion: polytheistic 

 __________________________________ (shahng dee): supreme god 
 King was seen as a link between the people and Shang Di 
 Called upon spirits of ancestors to bring good fortune to the family 

 
 Late Zhou period: war and social changes disrupted old ways of life; two new belief systems that 

would shape China for centuries 
- Confucius and Laozi developed new ideas on how to restore social order and 

maintain harmony with nature 
 
 
 

- __________________________________________ 
 Confucius never wrote down his ideas 
 Took little interest in spiritual matters like salvation 
 Developed a philosophy that was concerned with worldly goals ensuring social order and good 

government 
 Taught that harmony resulted when people accepted their place in society 
 The ruler should be feared yet respected 
 Stressed give key relationships 

- Ruler to subject 
- Parent to child 
- Husband to wife 
- Elder brother to younger brought 
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- Friend to friend 
* except for friendship, none of these relationships were equal; felt that  
elderly were superior to younger and men were superior to women 
 
 

 Everyone had duties and responsibilities; correct behavior would bring order and stability 
 Filial piety was placed above all other duties; respect for parents 
 Other values: honesty, hard work, concern for others 
 “Do not do to others what you do not wish yourself” 
 Introduced the belief that the universe reflected a delicate balance between two forces; yin/yang 

 
- _____________________________________ 

 Little is known about Laozi 
 Not concerned with bringing order to human affairs; sought to live in harmony with nature 
 People should look beyond every day cares to focus on the Dao, or “the way” of the universe 
 Daoists viewed government as unnatural and was the cause of many problems 

 
- People gradually blended Confucianism and Daoism 
- Confucianism showed them how to behave; Daoism influenced their view of the natural world 

 
- Writing:  

 Oldest example are found on oracle bones 
- Oracle bones: animal bone or turtle shell used by priests to predict the future 

 Evolved into a system that included tens of thousands of characters 
- Remains one of the most difficult to learn to read and write 

 
- Chinese achievements 

 Studied movement of planets 
 Recorded eclipses of the sun; helped to develop an accurate 365 ¼ day calendar and time-keeping 
 Improved art and technology of bronze-making; produced weapons and ritual vessels 
 Learned how to make silk 

- Became China’s most valuable export 
- Kept this a secret for many hundreds of years 

 Wrote texts on chemistry, zoology, biology, botany, and other sciences 
 Acupuncture 
 Made paper from wood pulp 
 Bronze/iron stirrups 
 Fishing reels 
 Wheelbarrows 
 Suspension bridges 
 

 


