
American History Vocabulary Terms 
Unit 2 – Colonial Settlement 

Chapters 3-4 
 

1. Charter a document that gives the holder the right to organize settlements in an area 

2. Joint-stock company investors buy stock in the company in return for a share of its future profits 

3. Burgesses elected representatives to an assembly 

4. Dissent to disagree with the majority or pre-established  

5. Persecute to treat someone harshly because of that person’s beliefs or practices 

6. Puritan Protestants who wanted to reform the Anglican Church during the 1600s 

7. Separatist Protestants who wanted to leave the Anglican Church in order to found their  
 own churches during the 1600s 

8. Pilgrim Separatists who journeyed to the colonies during the 1600s for a religion 

9. Mayflower Compact provided law and order to the Plymouth colony; established in 1620 

10. Toleration the acceptance of different beliefs 

11. Patroon landowner in the Dutch colonies who ruled like a king over large areas 

12. Proprietary colony ran by individuals or groups to whom land was granted 

13. Pacifist person opposed to the use of war or violence to settle disputes 

14. Indentured servant laborer who agreed to work without pay for a certain period of time in  
 exchange for passage to America 

15. Debtor person or country that owes money 

16. Tenant farmer works land owned by another; pays rent either in case or crops 

17. Subsistence farming only enough food to feed one’s family is produced 

18. Triangular trade exchanged goods between the West Indies, and American colonies, and West  
 Africa 

19. Cash crop farm crop raised to be sold for money 

20. Diversity variety or difference 

21. Tidewater a region of flat, low-lying plains along the seacoast 

22. Export a good sold abroad 

23. Import a good bought from foreign markets 

24. Smuggling trading illegally with other nations 

25. Charter colony established by a formal document allowing settlement 

26. Royal colony under direct British rule 

27. Apprentice assistant who is assigned to learn the trade of a skilled craftsman 

28. Iroquois Confederacy a powerful group of Native Americans in the eastern part of the United States 

29. Alliance association of nations or groups, formed to advance common interests 

30. Speculator person who risks money in order to make a large profit 

 


